
                         TUSCARAWAS COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION  
BOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2014 @ 7:00 pm 
 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC MEETING ROOM 
COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING (2ND FLOOR) 

125 EAST HIGH AVENUE, NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 44663 
 
 

The Tuscarawas County Regional Planning Commission meeting was held in the County Commissioners’ Office 
in the William Winters Board Room at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, April 8, 2014.  Don Ackerman, Chairman, chaired 
the meeting.  There were 9 members, 0 guest and 1 staff in attendance. 
 
ITEM I  APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 14, 2014 MINUTES 

Joe Bachman made a motion to approve the minutes Earl McCormick seconded the 
motion.   Motion carried. 

 
ITEM II  APPROVE POLICY AND RETENTION REMOVAL 

Jill explained that every year we can discard certain things based on dates 
(correspondence over 10 years old, for example).  We need boards approval for this. 
Comments:  None 
Bell Everett made the motion to approve and Joe Bachman seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 

 
ITEM III APPROVE RENEWAL PREMIUM WITH KENNEDY INSURANCE 
  Comments:  Earl McCormick asked for cost of this year and last year 
  Jill said last year’s cost was $2,744 and this year is $2,789. 
  Earl McCormick made a motion to approve the premium from Kennedy Insurance. 
  Chett Peters seconded the motion.  Motion Carried 
 
ITEM IV APPROVE CONTRACT WITH MIKE COCHRAN FOR LEGAL  
  Mike Cochran charges $85/hr. and we Budget $3,000 for the year) 
  Earl McCormick made the motion to approve the contract with Mike Cochran. 
  William Fender seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 
 
ITEM V DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
  1.  Income- for the month of March we had 12 lot splits and one Dedicated Private Drive  
  $1,625.   
 

2.  DPD review process.  When we get a DPD application, we send a copy of the 
proposed plat to RPC rep of the township in which it is located (and the health 
department, the county engineer, the SWCD, Map office) for comments.  We have had a 
request from the RPC Alternate for Sandy Township to send the document to Township 
Hall.  It has always been the practice of RPC to send all information and correspondence 
to the appointed township representative.  It is the rep’s responsibility to make this 
information available to the rest of the township trustees.   
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3.  Floodplain Training.  March 17 through March 20 I attended training by FEMA and 
OEMA on Floodplain management.  Lots of information. I only want to bring up two 
items: 
a.  Because we do not have building permits in the unincorporated areas of the county, it 
is difficult for this office to know when someone is building in the floodplain.   
Following are ways that I could learn of any activity in the flood plain.  This relies on 
cooperation from various entities, including the townships: 
1.  Townships:  Anytime someone comes in for a driveway, don’t give it to them unless 
they have documentation that they are NOT in the flood plain or a permit from this 
office.  A phone call to this office is usually sufficient for me to determine if they are in a 
floodplain 

 
2.  Townships with Zoning:  Do not give them a building permit unless they have 
documentation that they are not in a floodplain or have a permit from this office.   

 
  3.  Other Agencies:   
  Health Department septic and well permits 
  East Central Ohio Building Department 
  Map Office addresses 
 

We are supposed to get as built elevation certificates.  As I have no way of enforcing this 
(no occupancy permit because no building permit) this has been next to impossible to get. 

 
b.  Flood insurance had started to rise because of the 2012 Biggert- Waters Act which 
was to help NFIP to become solvent.   Among other things, this ended the subsidizing of 
flood insurance and rates started to go up, in some cases astronomically, to actuarially 
rates.  Congress passed the Grimm-Waters Act to slow down the increase.   

  
 
 

 
  
Chett Peters made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Lee Finley seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 

 
Meeting adjourned  
 
_______________________________                                                                             _____________ 
 Gary Enama, Vice-Chairman (absent)                                                                                  Date 
 
______________________________                                                                              _____________ 
Jerry Lahmers, Secretary                                                                              Date 
 
______________________________                                                                              _____________ 
Don Ackerman, Chairman                                                                                      Date            
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Notes on Meeting: 
 
Meeting began at 7 pm.  Ended at 7:15. 
 
Director’s Report Comments: 
 
 
On Discussion about Flood plain training, Joe Bachman said that Rob Lint of his office that does access 
management would be a source to find out if people were building in the flood plain.  I will add to list. 
 
Other Topics:  
 
Co. Commissioner Belle Everett talked about the meeting she and RPC Director attended Friday April 4 
in Guernsey County.  Guernsey County is working on a new Comprehensive Countywide plan with the 
OSU Extension to address the impact of Shale drilling.  Belle would like us to update our 9 yr. old plan.  
Belle stated that the plan had never been adopted by the county commissioners.  Don Ackerman said 
Lawrence Township was thinking of having a township comprehensive plan, was that allowed.  RPC 
Director said yes, and that she would be able to help with that process. 
 
On discussion about sending DPD’s to other members of Township Trustees Belle said it was too 
expensive to US mail the whole plat package.  If other township trustees were interested, we can email 
them when a DPD goes to their township or send them a letter telling them, but not include the whole 
plat.  Chett Peters said he had no trouble when there was a DPD I his township and that as the rep to 
RPC he always notified other trustees. 
 


