
                         TUSCARAWAS COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION  
BOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 12, 2014 @ 7:00 pm 
 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC MEETING ROOM 
COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING (2ND FLOOR) 

125 EAST HIGH AVENUE, NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 44663 
 

The Tuscarawas County Regional Planning Commission meeting was held in the County Commissioners’ Office 
in the William Winters Board Room at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, August 12, 2014.  Don Ackerman, Chairman, 
chaired the meeting.  There were 18 members, 5 guest and 2 staff in attendance. 
 
 
ITEM I  APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 8, 2014 MINUTES 

Earl McCormick made a motion to approve the minutes Clayton Weller seconded the 
motion.   Motion carried. 

 
ITEM II  APPROVE VARIANCE FOR SWIHART 
  Jill read from her handout Item #2. (included with these minutes)  John Fondriest asked  
  what the length of the pipestem was.  Jill said it was 270ft.  Joe Bachman asked how  
  Swiharts could make the turn on the pipestem and Mr. Swihart said he drives big  
  Equipment on the pipestem and doesn’t have a problem. 
  Randy Fearon from Franklin Township said the Township has no problem with it. 
  John Fondriest he wants the deed to state that there will not be any more splits on the  
  Land.  Randy Fearon said he didn’t have a problem with that. 

 
Chett Peters made the motion to approve and Steve Smith seconded the motion. Doug  
Frautschy abstained.  
Motion carried.   

 
ITEM III DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
 Emergency Vehicles sometimes have problems locating addresses in rural areas Jill 

stated that Section 503 Dedicated Private Drive Development (DPD)Standards say 
property owners shall Install and maintain markers clearly stating “Private Drive” and 
show the addresses with numbers of 3 inches tall.  On future DPD’s, a letter will be sent 
to the developer with this information.  (See attached Directors Report and  
Article from the Times Reporter on July 29, 2014.) 
 
There is over $5 million available from Clean Ohio Green Space Grant Program for 
acquisition of open space.  (See attached).  Chett Peters asked if Townships were 
eligible.  Yes.  He asked about Harrison county asking for a resolution of support for their 
grant to buy an abandoned rail line in Tuscarawas County for a bike path.  Jill explained 
that yes, a county can buy land in another county, and that this was part of a bigger 
project to acquire an abandoned rail line in Harrison County, two townships in 
Tuscarawas County (Rush and Mill) and in Jefferson County.  Jill said it was between 
Mill & Rush Township if they want to pass a resolution of support. Chett was concerned 
that it would be used for oil and gas lines.  Jill explained that is not allowed under the 
grant.  Chett asked if they could buy the line, and Jill said pretty iffy working with the 
railroad, and they had already agreed to sell it to Harrison County.    

  



Joe Bachman made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Steve Smith seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 
 

Meeting adjourned  
_______________________________                                                                             _____________ 
 Gary Enama, Vice-Chairman                                                                                   Date 
 
______________________________                                                                              _____________ 
Jerry Lahmers, Secretary                                                                              Date 
 
______________________________                                                                              _____________ 
Don Ackerman, Chairman                                                                                      Date            
 
 


