
                       TUSCARAWAS COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION BOARD 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, January 14, 2014 @ 7:00 pm 
 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC MEETING ROOM 
COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING (2ND FLOOR) 

125 EAST HIGH AVENUE, NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 44663 
 
 

The Tuscarawas County Regional Planning Commission meeting was held in the County Commissioners’ Office 
in the William Winters Board Room at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, January 14, 2014.  Don Ackerman, Chairman, 
chaired the meeting.  There were 16 members, 2 guest and 2 staff in attendance. 
 
ITEM I  APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 13, 2013 MINUTES 

Earl McCormick made a motion to approve the minutes Shawn Handrich seconded the 
motion.   Motion carried. 

 
ITEM II  VARIANCE FOR JOEY YODER, SUGARCREEK TWP. 

Jill explained that Yoder wants to put a DPD right next to an existing pipestem driveway 
and the existing driveway surface they plan to use is only 8’ wide instead of 16’ as 
required in the subdivision regulations.  Bob Allison (Engineer for Civil Design) said the 
reason Mr. Yoder wanted to put DPD was so he could build a house.  David Shutt of 
Sugarcreek Township said he had no problem with it.  Jill said several people felt it was 
not a hardship  Nick Lautzenheiser (not at meeting but relayed this info to Karen Graeff 
earlier) didn’t feel it was a hardship and we should stick with the Regulations and not give 
a variance.  Jill asked if they could put a DPD that would combine the existing pipestem 
with the proposed DPD?  Bob said they would rather not, but it was a possibility but he 
felt they could make the 8ft road a 16ft.  Tedd Finlayson said he doesn’t feet it qualifies 
for this variance unless someone has other information. 

 
Bob Allison asked if they made it a DPD and got rid of the 2 pipe stems and made the 
road 16 ft. would he need a variance.  Jill said “no”, John Fondriest felt it was a good 
idea to do that, it would be much cleaner.  Don Ackerman said it would make more 
sense as long as both owners agree. 
 
Don Ackerman asked if the board had any other questions or concerns. 
A vote was taken and the Variance was denied.  It was unanimous except for Doug 
Frautschy abstained.   
John Fondriest made a motion to approve the minutes seconded the motion.   Motion 
carried 

 
ITEM III ADOPT BUDGET 

Jill explained that there were a few changes since the board approved the budget in 
November 13, 2013 board meeting.  After meeting with the Commissioners they gave 
me the following changes. 
1.  Cost allocation (for electric, rent etc. were $15,216.00 and now they are $12,340. 
2. Health Insurance went up $365.00 
Earl McCormick made a motion to approve the budget Tedd Finlayson seconded the 
motion.   Motion carried. 

Correction:  
should read 
Nick doesn’t 
approve of the 
variance. 



ITEM IV APPROVE TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
We had to transfer money to cover PERS, Medicare and Insurance. 
Earl McCormick made a motion to approve the Transfer Doug Frautschy seconded the 
motion.   Motion carried  

 
ITEM V APPROVE TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS 

Jill explained the temporary funds were to hold us over until the budgets were done.  
That could be March 2014.  Larry Lindberg, County Auditor felt this would be enough. 
Earl McCormick made a motion to approve the Appropriations Don Quicksall  seconded 
the motion.   Motion carried. 

 
ITEM VI  GABRIEL RIGGLE SPOKE ABOUT HIS WORK AS THE HEALTHY TUSC. 
ADVOCATE. 
 
ITEM VII DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Jill said how the income was for 2013.  I estimated $18,000 for Permit fees and we made 
around $22,000.  This year is starting out good.  Membership dues are being paid 
quickly.  Townships have paid $52,000 out of the $67,000 owed and the Cities and 
Villages are 2/3 paid. 

 
We have been working on the Flood Plain Acquisition Program and it is going well.  
Several homeowners have already expressed interest in selling.  The Township of Dover 
has agreed to take over the land and possibly the City of Dover will also take an interest 
in it. 
 

Don asked if there were any other issues: 
 
  
Tedd Finlayson made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Dave Jones seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 

 
Meeting adjourned  
 
_______________________________                                                                             _____________ 
 Gary Enama, Vice-Chairman (absent)                                                                                 Date 
 
______________________________                                                                              _____________ 
Jerry Lahmers, Secretary  absent                                                                       Date 
 
______________________________                                                                              _____________ 
Don Ackerman, Chairman                                                                                      Date            


